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Discover the magic of stamp collecting in our next issue!

¥Antarct ic Research ¥Albert Namatj i ra

¥Jo int i ssue with Tha i land ¥Bush Tucker
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These are the very first stamps of the 
very first new nation of the century.
The people of East Timor celebrated their 
independence on 20 May 2002. 

East Timor's stamps were created at no 
cost to the people of East Timor, as a 
gesture of goodwill from the people of 
Australia to the people of East Timor, who 
are some of our nearest neighbours.

All the proceeds from the sale of East 
Timor's stamps will be given directly to 
the Government of East Timor.

The stamp text is in
Portuguese, East Timor's

official language.
The denominations are

in US dollars, the country's
first currency.
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Antarctica is so cold, you might think 
there wouldn’t be much going on down 
there. But you’d be wrong! At the four 
base stations administered by the 
Australian Antarctic Division – Casey, 
Mawson, Davis and Macquarie Island – 
scientists of all kinds are studying 
everything from penguins and seals to 
cosmic rays!

The Davis stamp shows a LIDAR 
(Light Detection and Ranging Instrument) 
which uses a green laser beam to find 
information about the atmosphere. On 
the Macquarie Island stamp there’s a 
wandering albatross: a huge bird with
a wingspan of about 3.5 metres. 
That odd-looking star on the Casey stamp 
is a diatom (a tiny creature shown 
magnified thousands of times). An Adèlie 
penguin is the star of the Mawson stamp.

In the background of each stamp you 
can see the brightly coloured station

buildings. The Stamp Gang thinks the 
buildings look like giant toy building 
blocks.

Each stamp also includes a globe, 
showing the station's location in 
relation to Australia. 

Issue date 2 July 2002



Sniffer got into the paint and left a mess and a mystery...
There are 3 cans of paint but there are 7 coloured paw prints...

How can this be?

PUZZLE
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The lovely landscapes on these stamps 
are by Albert Namatjira, the first Aboriginal 
artist to paint in a Western style. 

Namatjira used watercolours to paint his 
country in glowing colours: its ranges, 
sand hills, plains, grass trees, ghost 
gums, gorges, chasms, waterholes 
and mountains. The paintings on these 
four stamps are of places around the 
Hermannsburg mission in the Northern 
Territory, where Albert Namatjira spent 
his early life.

The stamps remember Namatjira’s 
birth, 100 years ago, and celebrate 
the incredible work of this skilful artist. 
Namatjira produced more than 2000 
paintings and he is still one of Australia’s 
most popular artists.

The minisheet includes a photograph 
of Albert Namatjira. 

Issue date 2 July 2002

BLUE PAINT YELLOW PAINTRED PAINT

answers:red+yellow=orange,red+blue=purple,blueandyellow=green,red+blue+yellow=brown
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Top and tail stamps

These stamps are printed t•te-
b•che (pronounced Ôtet beshÕ).
This means a pair of connected

stamps, where one is right side up
and the other upside down.
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Mushed up food
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Olympic and Paralympic
Winter Gold
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